This provides an excellent simple introduction to the subject. An extensive area of knowledge is covered in this short volume, so many statements are made without very full amplification or qualification but, to have done so, would have obscured its objective.
There are early general chapters on physics, radiobiological aspects, etc, but most of the book is concerned with a system by system approach which gives an effective perspective of the uses of radiotherapy and, to a lesser extent, of chemotherapy.
Apart from the treatment aspects including surgery, radiotherapy and chemotherapy, the author also demonstrates the value of early diagnosis and of preventative medicine in attacking the problem of cancer.
At the end of each chapter are a few well selected references, usually to original papers, but a subsequent edition would be improved by the addition of an annotated bibliography to direct the student's further reading.
This book will be of particular value to the senior medical student, general practitioner, houseman, nurse, or technician who is looking for an introduction to the subject. This is the latest fascicle to appear of the second serie3 of the indispensable Atlas of Tumor Pathology. The volumes of the second series are not merely new editions of the first, and in many instances new authors have been commissioned. The present fascicle is noteworthy in that the authors are two British pathologists, well known for their contributions to the subject of salivary gland tumours. The editor is to be congratulated on his choice of authors, and the authors on producing one of the outstanding volumes of this excellent series.
It is interesting to compare this fascicle with Foote and Frazell's excellent first-series volume, published in 1954. The most important advance in the subject has been the delineation of the monomorphic adenomata, and their separation from the classic " mixed tumour " on the one hand, and from the frankly malignant tumours on the other; we also have a better understanding of the lymphoepithelial lesion, in its benign and malignant forms. The authors have expertly summarized the present state of knowledge in these fields.
Much of the investigation of salivary pathology now uses the techniques of enzyme histochemistry and of electron microscopy. The main purpose of the A.F.I.P. Atlas, however, is to act as a guide to the diagnostic histopathologist. The authors have therefore sensibly confined their illustrations for the most part to H. and E. stained sections, and all these are both apposite and of excellent quality. This is one of the best of the new series of the A.F.I.P. Atlas. It should wholly succeed in its purpose of setting standards of diagnosis and terminology, and as an essential bench book for the practising histopathologist. 0. G. DODGE
